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He Removed

By DONNA CAMERON
Herald Correspondent

Charlie Stoeckman has cut down
the woods next to his house, but
not for appearance's sake or to sell
the wood. He said he wants the
land cleared in case the Skunk-Ape
returns.

An ex-policeman and Vietnam
veteran who neighbors say is tough
to .scare, Charlie is frightened
enough now to consider. moving.
His. wife and kids are also scared.
So are his neighbors.

‘Stoeckman’s situation does not
fit the pattern of sightings of the
Skunk-Ape, usually associated with
persons living in the depths of the
Everglades, or some similar place
far from populated areas.

THE STOECKMAN home sits a
mere 25 to 30 yards from heavily
traveled U.S. 1 near Mile Marker
94, north of Tavernier, and on the
ocean side of the highway.

_ The people that claim to have
seen the Skunk-Ape say it's eight
to nine feet tall, hairy, odorous,
heavy-stepping and makes barking
sounds like a dolphin. So far it’s
been spotted by four people, all
considered credible by Monroe
County - Sheriff’s Sgt.- Rondoll
Chinn, - who is mvestlgatmg the
sightings:

“There is defmltely a problem
there,” Chinn said. “Somthing is
scaring the people there and there
must be something there.”

“But, I've searched through the
mangroves and ‘the jungle there,”
he added, “‘and'T haven’t been able
to find evidence of its existence.
But I'm not saying it doesn't exist
because. these people are so scared
they're talking about moving."”

A7 |
000000600 0COFOC

- times. At 3 a.m. Friday, the most

SO FAR CHINN has found skm-
ned mangrove -oots where the
“Skunk-Ape" has allegedly run,
pieces of torn turf a foot and a half
long and branches snapped seven
feet' up from their stems. He
doesn't consider those “strong
enough evidence" that the
“Skupk-Ape" exists, but he added
that the Stoeckman family “‘is very
convincing.” :

“He went to extremes when he
cut down the trezes,” Chinn said,
“but there must. be somethmg
there.”

Stoeckman said he flrst spotted’

the- creature July 14 when he was
out hunting for rare”bottles ‘with
his 13-year-old son,’ Charlie. Since
then, he said, its’ presence has beén
“a nightmare that has serlously
changed my family’s life.”

“The first day I saw it iii- the
mangroves, I think I startled it,” he
said, “It was way ahead, a dark,
halry patch. It sort of stayed there,
like a deer does when the wind
shifts and it catches your scent.”

“BUT IT STUNK awful,”
Stoeckman added, “like a dog that
hasn't been bathed in a year.and
suddenly gets rained on.”

Stoeckman said then “backed
slowly out of the woods” and the
creature "“'wernt crashing off in the
other direction, crying in its high-
pitched voice -a surprisingly small
call — like the bark of a dolphin.”

Since then, the Stoeckman's and
three nelghbors said they have seen
or heard the crezture three more

recent sighting, Stoeckman’s wife
Leslie said she was awakened by
the sound of “thraahmg” footsteps:.

“Through a gap in the jalousie.
from where I was lying in bed, 1

Woods in Case Ape Returns

From where T was Iving i br-rl I saw
Uu’w bright. colorless eves. ”tm must hntp
been reflecting the back vard hnhi. like ¢
cat’s would. They were mrf—ﬂmmu ! could.see
the silliouette of its huge shm:hh' and head
above an cight-foot h:nh 30 feet from the bed-
room uuuftm. I got hysterical.”

1 — ld\(‘llll(‘l resident Leslic Stoeckman

huge shoulder and head above an
eight-foot bush 30 feet from the
bedroom wmdow I got hysteri-
cal.”

STOECKMAN, WHO said he

saw these brlght colorless eyes, &
she said. ‘‘They must have been re-
flecting the back yard light, like a
cat’s would. They were evil-star-
ing. I could see the silhouette of its
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...several i in area say lhe_y saw bhunk-Ape

‘a loaded shotgun by his side. Hig

was ‘‘shocked at how huge a thing
it was and that close” ‘called the
county sheriff's office but shortly
before a patrolman arrived at 3:45
the “Skunk-Ape Went' crash-

1ng off into the bushes.””
The ape was also reportedly seen

Thursday by Stoeckman. and
Shawn Tubbs, a neighboft, who had
gone crawfishing. o

“It was about 8:30,0r 9- p.m.,”
Tubbs $aid.:“We got mto :Stoeck-
man’s pick-up and drgve across the
street, to a field by' the ocean.
There was n6 modn, so’ we left the
headllghts on to see what we were
doing.”

“All of a sudden it ‘was there
running across the field with great
lumbering strides,” Tubbs added.
“In the light it lookéd like a dark,
sable color. I was a bit skeptical
until I saw it myself. I never got
my crawfish.”

Betore Thursday, the Stoeck-
mans and Tubbs, Rhonda Lyons
and Henry Vernon, Tubbs’ house-
mates, said they had one other time
heard the dolphin calls, smelled the
same bad odor and heard the crash-
ing footsteps. Upon investigating
with Stoeckman, Lyons said she
‘“heard heavy, prolonged breathing
in the bushes, but saw nothing.”

STOECKMAN NOW sleeps with

neighbors say they are staying be
cause “if he (Skunk-Ape) was
going to kill us, he would have
reached down into. éur irao ﬁuih
one big ‘paw and done so

But Stoeckman is cont!efhp
relocating.
“My kids are so scared they
won’t even play outside. My wife
and I can’t sleep. We don't feel safel
anymore in our own home.”
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Saturday, Apr»ilr 16, 1977

To Lucille
IRS Rules

Moran,

Pose

Illegal ‘Religion’

Herald Correspondant

For millions of Americans, Fri-
day was the deadline for baring
their financial souls to Uncle Sam
by filing their federal income tax
forms.

But not for Lucille E. Moran of
Tavernier. For her April 15 is just
another day. She .said she hasn't
filed at 1040 form since 1958.
Moran doesn't stop there, though.
From her apartment in Marathon
she has counseled hundreds of tax
protesters on ‘‘how not to volun-
teer information to the Internal
Revenue Service (IRS).”

The IRS won't say much about
what it thinks of Moran's doings.
They know about her, a spokesman
said, but unless the IRS has
charged her with a crime, it can’t
discuss whether she’s ever been in-
vestigated.

“1 DON'T THINK there’s any-
thing in the public record that
we've done,” said Holger Euringer,
an IRS official in Jacksonville.
“We can’t comment on whether
she's filed or whether she’s re-
quired to file,” he said. But he said
that ‘‘some people” who make
claims like hers do it because
they're seeking .‘‘notoriety = and
profit.” '

Just as she doesn’t want her pri-
wvacy invaded by the IRS, she won't
allow pictures to be taken of her.

' Moran claims that income ‘tax
geturn forms are unconstitutional.

y filing the forms, she said, a citi-
zen waives rights that would oth-
erwise be left intact. “When you
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file an IRS form,” she said,. !you

leave yourself open for prosecu-
tion,” she said.

REFERRING TO the IRS as
“‘Mother Church,” Moran said
“Any organization which requires
confessions (IRS forms) by a holy
day of obligation (April 15) . . . is
practicing church law.” She said
it's her right “not to believe in the
religion of the IRS.”

Moran’s war with the IRS began
in the early 1960s in Massachu-
setts, where she said the probate
system deprived her of her father’s
estate. She claims to have discov~
ered a collaberation between IRS
officials and the probate officers
who “had swindled my inheritance
from me.” So she marched to the
Springfield, Mass., IRS -office and
“sworé I would never again pay in-
come taxes."”

She lived up to her vow, she
said, and since 1970 has helped
other tax-protesters dodge ' the
Treasury Department. She has
never had any formal legal train-

ing. :
SlLENCE{ I8 Moran’s prime
strategy in her war with the IRS.
While other income tax protest
movements in California and Ari-
zona urge protesters to return their
tax forms with a written refusal t6
comply with IRS procedure, Morax
tells people not to file at all. s

“Misfiling is a cardinal sin in the
eyes of the IRS,” she said. . . .
They ‘usually can’t pin you for not
filir'lg. They've got nething to go
on.”

Moran said she counsels protes-
ters by mail, and in emergencies,
by telephone. She said she . has
never represented anyone in court.

She said she won't counsel: just
anybody. Like her, they must :be-
lieve that a refusing to file is: a
kind of “‘patriotism’. '

e




Cuba

By DONNA CAMERON
Herald Correspondent
| The lifting of travel restrictions
to Cuba has awakened latent hopes
" for reunion in some Keys residen.ts
| and fired long-held antipathies in
] others.

Manuel and Isabel Ortiz, opera-
tors of Manny and Isa’s Cuban res-:
taurant near Mile Marker 83, Isla-
morada, emigrated to the United :
States in the late 1950s, becoming

IU.S. citizens in 1964. They have

i

been isolated from their families j
i the east Cuban province of Oraent
| for 17 years. With the travel han

lifted, their dreams of a reunion'_

will be realized soon.

Mrs. Ortiz, who remembers
Cuba as a beautiful, friendly coun-
try, said “I'd love to see my family.
f But it ddesn't matter what we

' (President Carter) does up there.”

“I'VE TRIED to obtain a visa
since 1970, Mr. Ortiz said. “Wash-
ington said yes, Havana, no. in
1975, after*fiye years of. ‘no' from
Cuha, I giv Now g ¢hance —
maybe.? Tohews

Among - native Keys tesidents

agg other established Keys resi-
dehts, feelings on traveling to.Cuba
i mixed. _
urth-generation Conch Edison
ife and his wife,’ Neeva, are
wivdlent about revisiting Cuba,
“The cuba we knew and loved is

goneicMrs. Archer said. *Still, I
thinky just out of curiosity, I would
likg to visn} the island once more.”

IN THE 1940s and 1950s, the

i Miami mative recalled, Cuba was
| the 'first foreign country most
| young Miamians would visit. She
r remembers pre-Castro Cuba as an
i exotic island, a place where she
; and Miami friends marveled at the
fg:chitedure of structures ‘“‘more
I 'than 30 years old.” \
| &+ Predicting an influxs of .Keys’
‘tourists with the travel ‘ban-lifted,
[ Archer: said he would like ‘to see
' the “Cuba of the 1970s®

¢ “It;was an adventure in island
landscape;<good food and friendly
people,” he said. “I'd be especially
| intergsted in finding out what be-
| came bf the Old Havgna cigar fac-
[ tories and rum distijteries.”

[ “He ACastro) tobk it away from
lus,”” Mrs, Archetsaid,

want down here. It's what he

“If we re-establish Cuban rela-
tions, we can expect at least g
small increase in light airport traf-
fic ," Bill Pascoe, Key West Inter-
national Airport tower chief and
FAA Monroe .County spokesman,
said. S z
“ALTHOUGH: MANY local pec
ple will be interested in visiting
Cuba, I would expect, should the
ban be lifted, expect a two to
four-flight ‘per day“increase in itin-
erant aircraft,at Key West Interna-
tional,” Ay iy

Both Pascoe and’Bob Strednick,
Marathon &jr :Sunshine manager,
declined to estimate air fare from
the Keys to the Cuban mainiand.
"Federal groups like the FAA and
Civil Aeronautics Board (CAB) will
be involved. The*flight distance
from Key West to Cuba and from
Marathon to Miami are the same,
but customs and federal whatever
get tagged onto your regular mile-
age rates,” Strednick - said. He
added that he believes air traffic to
Cuba would enrich the Keys’ atmo-
Sphere.

Also in favor of lifting the ban is
Monroe County Commissioner and

-Sixth-generation Conch Purie How-

anitz. “I'm not a Communist. I'm
not even a socialist. But iet's face
it. Cuba is 90 miles away — we're
neighbors.”

Capt.Billy, Knowles Sr., an Isla-!
morada native'and frequent visitor
to pre-Castro«.Cuba's back waters,
thinks the ban sifouldeé*keps in ef-
fect. Denouncing the lifting %of tie

ban, Knowles describeritrade withd

Cuba as a “donation of Americany,

dollars to Communists and an en-;
couragement of crime to transients
in Monroe County.”

KNOWLES, WHO fished the
Cuban flats along the Isle of Pines
on Cuba's southern coast, remem-
bers the abundance of bonefish
there.. i

“"We did sight a lot of bone,”
Knowles said. “Although they,,,
were smaller than those you gee’
off the Keys or in Flamingo, thety:
were plentiful and we did some:
good fishing there. We fished the
Cuban rivers for tarpon, too. Some
big fish in {hose rivers. But [J
wouldn’t be, back, not now. It's a
Ccmmuniﬁ; “gountry. Anyway,
we've got as good, if not better,
fishing spots here." ) e

Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) officials in Key West antici-
Pate an increase in tourism with
Cuban visas available.

I” “WHEN'T WAS 2 boy in the '30s
— and .that's in the days of the
* Great Dégitession and Flagler's rail-
road —tourists would stop over at
' the old Casa Marina Hotel on their |
Way to Havana. And boy, would
| they spend money,” Howanitz said.
{r “If the exchange is properly con-
trolled, if American dollars don't
'serve the purpose of a few Cuban
government officials, then I'm all
for it. I believe in people,” Howan-
itz said.
k - “And T believe we should do our
are 1o try to help relieve the
poorer: peoples of this earth. And
most of Cuba is impoverished. I've
ronly been to Cuba once, on a pine-
apple boat as a boy, but I feel the
lifting if the ban is a good ' thing —
as long as’we don't sacrifice our
own freedoms.” =

HOWANITZ ‘ADDED’ that the
lifting of the ban ‘would help the

Keys’ economy by boosting tour-
ism.

Peter Sanchez, a Key West resi-
dent whose family came to th

U.S. from Cuba in 1865, feels no
| ties to the country of his ancestors.

.. T've got nothing there. My fam-
1ily, my country. is“here, the United

States. It (Cuba) is a Communist
i ] —a

cquiitry,” Sanchez said,“and ag fat
gs’aI’in- concerned they should keep
it closed forever,” ° ;

A Marathon resident who asked
that. his name be withheld said, *J
was Cuban once, but no more. |
feel sorry for some of my family
there still, but You have to he =
Communist to want (o return.”

That viewpoint is not universal.
Ortiz said “Islamorada is my home
fr 13 ‘years, But 1 would like to
see my family. My mother, T have
not seen her for 13 years. How can
you be Communist and miss your
gother?” - .




Group Fights'
Fencing Off
Of Watefront

By DONNA CAMERON
Y Herald Correramrsen: THE DER WAS alerted by Bud

: A li ar Petry’s prop-

Good fences make good neigh- :::ti/b? EONliyesing ¥'S prop
bors, poet Robert Frost wrote. But “I awoke at it Lo morning
Frost' probably never met Ed Petry. W5 find workmen with air guns in-
. Those living near Petry's proper- stalling the cement foundations for
ty at Palm Harbor on Islamorada [y " fer ce © said Bud Beebe, who
consider his plan to build a chain @y /il the dock. Beebe is one of Pe-
link’ f§nce across their waterfront try's Coral Cove neighbors who's
anything but neighborly. , M fearful that the fence will obstruct
For nine months seven of Petry's loc ocs’ 1o the harbor. He com-
neighbors at Coral Cove, a fishing plained to the state Department of

resort on the south side of Paim My ironmental Regulation (DER)
Harbor, have been trying to stop Mabout the fence. Beebe said that if
him. A Yo completed, the fence will be within
orne foot of the dock.

Blocking access to the harbor *is
exactly what I want to do,”.said
Petry, who claims the dock ex-
tends on to his bay bottom proper-
t

But Beebe sees. the [ence as an
unneighborly gesture. “Simply,
from an aesthetic viewpoint, it's
not very nice,” he said. Coral Cove
residents had been using the dock
since 1943, he said.
Petry's neighbors who want ac-
cess to the waterfront “never took
the trouble to read their leases ,”
Petry said. “They have no right to
the waterfront on the harbor. Let
them take' their boats and docks
200 feet east of  there where I
won’'t be liable for the boats.”

Ralph Cunningham, attorney for|
the seven Coral Cove residents
who object to'ithe fence, said that
although the .dock “does protrude
onto Beebe's property, every other
bay bottom* owner in the Keys
knows that boat ‘operators and
owners are liable for their own
boating mishaps.

“These people seem. to think
they can do what they want on my
property. Why should I let them
get away with it and cloud my title
for future purchasers?” 1
Petry is still seeking a fence per-
mit from the DER.

PETRY BUILT 150 feet of the
fenge along his" waterfronf’ proper-
ty and now plans to extend it for
250 feet along the edge of his
neighbors’ - waterfront, cutting
them off from the harbor and a
dock. B

Petry said he can do this because

he owns the baybottom under the
harbor. He added that he wants to
cut off his neighbors’ use of the
harbor because "he believes he
would be liable for any boating ac-
cidents above his bay hottom prop-
erty.
~<However,  the state Department
of Environmental Regulation (DER)
halted the fence construction in
October because Petry did not have
a permit to place the fence on bay
bottom.
. Petty said “a mutual misunder-
standing with the county” led him
to think that he could extend the
fence out into the water without a
pgrmit. The county issued a permit
fof:. the 400-foot long fence, but
was not aware that 250 feet of it
werg (fo be on bay bottom, Ott
Sabify assistant County Zoning Di-
rector said. “For that you need a
state permit.” Sahin <aid

yChuck Schnepel, a DER investi-
gator in Marathon, said his agency
has reservations about the fence
because it would pose a hazard to
navigation and was not in the pub-
lic interest. Because the harbor is a
waterway leading to the ocean, its
waters are under the control of the
state, not Petry, Schnepel! said.

“I DON'T CARE if it belongs to
Florida — let the state drain the
water from it then,” Petry said.
Even if his fence is built, boats
could get in and out of the harbor
by another route, he said.

Petry said that while ““he wanted
to be a good neighbor,” he also
wants to protect himself from pos-
sible suits arising from accidents,
that occur on his bay bottom prop-
erty.

ONNA CAMERON
" Fence 1o Run Past Dock, Bulkhead
oo dslamorada neighbors, state eppose plan




Reported Sightings Attract Attention

Fanuly Fears Skunk-Ape’s Return

Even if you don't believe in skunk-apes,
Charlie Stoeckman does. Not only does he be-
lieve in South Florida’s answer to the Pacific
Northwest's Big Foot, but Stoeckman said he's
bothered enough by the creature to move.

“We're leaving," Stoeckman said. “Don't
ask me where we're going. I don't know yet.
All 1 know is I'm getting the hell out of the
Keys."

Stoeckman and some of his neighbors in Ta-
vernier say they're living in fear because of re-
peated sightings of the skunk-ape, a smelly,
furry, lumbering primate-like beast that is
about eight or nine feet tall. If that isn't bizarre
enough, the animal — if he's really an animal

— is supposed to have slanted eyes and a bark
like a dog's.

THE REPORTED sightings have attracted
the attention of the American Anthropological
Research Foundation, an organization based in
Big Pine Key that

dation said it has only five or six active mem-
bers, but scores of inactive supporters nation-
wide. :

Gary Montanari, a Miami photographer and
officer of the foundation, visited Stoeckman and
his neighbors. He said scuff marks in the dirt,
mangrove bark that has been gnawed away and
other evidence near Stoeckman’s house aren't
necessarily calling cards left by the skunk-ape.
They can be explained various other ways, he
said.

But it's not a question of whether the crea-
tures exist or not, Montanari said. “Most defi-
nitely, they do exist, oh yes,” he said. The ques-
tion is whether Stoeckman and his neighbors

investigates reports of
skunk-apes and Big Foots. Officials of the foun- -

actually saw one. Montanari said odds are 60 to
40 that they did. He said he plans another trip
to Tavernier to try to be an eye-witness to an
appearance of the skunk-ape.

“IN OUR STUDIES we find that people who
say they've seen Willy are 40 per cent hoax-
sters, 40 per cent honestly misled and 20 per
cent who have really seen him,” Montanari
said. Willy is the nickname the foundation has
given the skunk-ape.

For now, he said, he “wouldn’t discount but
wouldn’t verify” the creature’s presence in Ta-
vernier.

“I don’t want to comment on the authentici-
ty of it,” said Ted Ernst, a Big Pine Key attor-
ney who handles legal affairs for the foundation
and who is one of its officers. “Basically there's
not a lot to say except that he (Stoeckman) is
getting an awful lot of publicity,” Ernst said.




This Man’s Art Is Jun

By DONNA CAMERON
Herald Correspondent

He'll insult you while he bums your cigarets. He’s
irascible and he knows it — but he’s also a metal
sculptor who creates works of art from nuts, bolts
and chunks of cars.

Stanley Papio is glad to tell you about his junk.
Piled high in Papio’s yard near mile marker 101 since
1549, the junk represents an “unsightly mess” to Pap-
io’s complaining neighbors, but is a powerful art form
1o many other peeple.

From the twisted, rusting remains of defunct ma-
chinery, Papio creates his people-parodies. “‘Real” per-
sonalities, from that of his complaining neighbors to
that of W. C. Fields, are the subjects of his art, Admir-
ers of the scrap-metal creations in his gallery-yard in-
clude art teachers from colleges nationwide and “'big-
shot sculptors from the West Coast,” according to
Papio.

PAPIO'S FIRST major work, “Two-Faced
Woman,"” made of metal fence scrolls and tin scraps,
was completed in 1972. The work is an eight-foot bur-
lesque of a woman with two faces, each face being
the mirror image of the face behind it. )

“A take-off on my worst complaining neighbor,”
Papio cracks.

A maniken-like travesty he calls “Million-Dollar
Model” attracted the attention of a Miami Beach real-
tor who offered $7,500 for the work. Papio refused.

“I told him $10,000 or forget it,”” Papio said. And
she’s worth more. It took me over a year to find the
right car fenders for her thighs and arms.”

SEAM-WELDED from 50 different auto fenders,
“Million-Dollar Model's" body has features such as
bumper-bolt nipples and eyes, shopping-cart dowels
for fingers and bumper guards for feet.

Papio’s work has been hampered lately by gan-
grene in his foot. Habitually barefoot, Papio was kept
out of his junkyard and forced to wear a new pair of
black basketball sneakers.

The shoes, laced with mismatched laces and worn
untied, are the first shoes Papio’s worn in 30 years.

“The doctor ordered me to wear.them,” he said,
“and I'm anxious to step out of them.”

WHILE HOSPITALIZED for the gangrene, Papio
discovered a new working material, copper wire,
which Papio said fascinates him by its pliability.

“With scrap, you have to go where the metal tells
you to go,” he said. “But you can put copper wire
where you want it."

Since he began using the wire, Papio has created
more than 50 free-standing works with copper wire.
One of the wire creations, actually three pieces in one,
shows a pair of hern-rimmed eyeglasses, designed to
fit an aquiline-nose, cartoony-eyed piece, separately
made. Together the two make a third work, a vision
sculpture for Miami optometrist Herb Virgin's office.

— DO

Stanley Papio With Pelican Sculpture

eo. neighbors complain of his Jun kyard art




__Watercolorist Mil‘lard‘ Wells.
Has Met the ‘Big Names’

By DONNA CAMERON

Hsrald Correspondent

Most artists would have gladly accepted an
invitation to sketch ar 6:30 am. on a Saturday
morning in New York's Central Park with fa-
mous  Chinese-American  water-colorist Dong
Kingman.

But Islamorada's Millard Wells figured he
would need his energy for other occasions that
day, including one he claims is the highlight of
his career. .

“IT WAS A BIT too early as 1 was saving
my energy for the banquet that evening,” Wells
'said, "But (Kingman and 1) had lunch together."

An ascclaimed painter who prefers the label
“representative watercolorist," Wells, 55, served
as the master of eeremonies at lnst weekend's
110th "annual American Watercolor Society
(AWS) exhibition, New York.

His work “My World is Beautiful” was ac-
cepted for the exhibition, making him one of
only six Florida painters and the only Keys art-
ist to qualify for the exhibltion. Only 305 paint-
ings were accepted for the show out of more
than 3,000 entries submitted.

“Just being in New York was gorgeous,”
Wells said. "And to meet all those big names
that were my Idois as a boy — +to introduce
them to the other guests at the banquel — that
was the greatest part of it." :

WELLS MOVED 1o Islamorada from Chicago
in 1966, fulfilling a dream he said he had car-
ried with him as a freelance commercial artist
in Chicago — to live in a primitive place and
paint. ’

“What struck me about the Keys in 1966
was the abundance of raw nature here,” he
said. “It's like & moonscape, unigue, where
shadows play as important a part In the scenery
a8 the objects which cast them.”

He also said the Keys’ landscape continues
to inspire him with its primeval quality,

Since he established his studio-gallery in the
Mission Bullding, near mile marker 82, in 1967,
Wells has been nationally acclaimed for his rep-
resentations of Keys scenes,

HIS PAINTING in this year's AWS show de-|
.picts a Grand Cayman boy launching his shell-
and-leaf sailboat into & tide pool. The painting
will be exhibited at the New York show
through Sunday.

Wells, who became an AWS member in

1975, said he had attempted to join the society
since 1966 but did not qualify. The society, the

oldest of the established watercolor societies in
the United States, opens membership only to
persons who have three paintings accepted by
the AWS. The AWS was founded by Winslow
Homer, and has skilled painters such as James
and Andrew Wyeth currently listed on it mem-
bership rolls.

Wells described his return to TIslamorada
Monday after his New York weekend as "quite
a transition.”

“It's an odd experience to be in (he hustle
and the bustle of Times Square one day and
under a palm in your clogs the next,” he said.

BUT WELLS, who was invited to host the
AWS banquet by president Mario Cooper, said
he feels it is important to take advantage of op-
portunities for national recognition.

“I think it's important to any painter to be
recognized," he said, "' even if it's just having
your name listed with the other painters whom
you respect.”

Wells currently has another painting, “Island
Camps, " a painting of Conch buildings on Pi-
geon Key, on display at another national show,
the 10th Annual International Exhibit at Mariet-
ta College, Marietta, Ohio. Only 149 of 3,397
entries were accepted for that show, open to
U.S. and Canadian artists.

Wells is the founder and a past president of
the Florida Watercolor Society, president of the
Upper Keys Rotary Club and a member of the
Long Key Fishing Club.
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'ystery Fish Is

‘Blue-Chip’ Catch

By DONNA CAMERON
Herald Correspondent R

More than 100 Florida Keys fish-
ing buffs looked at the catch of the
day, but no one knew what kind of
fish it was.

They thought it wasn’t a white
marlin because its pectoral fins
were too long; not a Mediterranean
spearfish because its anal opehing
was behind the anal fin rather than
halfway up the belly; not a blue
marlin  because it has a square,
rather than pointed, anal fin; and
not a hatchet marlin because it had
a jagged, body-length dorsal fin.

But whatever it is or isn’t, the
81l-inch, 341%-pound fish was sent
to University of Miami classifica-
tion expert Don DeSilva at the uni-
versity’s Virginia Key office, to be
identified.

TWELVE ISLAMORADA charter
boat captains and a taxidermist
could not identify the fish caught
about 13 miles southwest of Isla-
morada Friday by Larry Reynolds,
Montoursville, Pa. :

“Whatever it is, it’s a rarity,”
said Haywood Fowle of Hallan-
dale’s Pfleuger Taxidermy. “It's
not a white marlin or a blue marlin,
as far as I can see. I can only say

for sure that it’s a billfish.”

Reynolds caught the fish aboard
the “Blue Chip,” a Chesapeake
Docks charter boat run by Capt,
Skip Bradeen. Bradeen thought the
fish was a hatchet marlin, a rare
fish in anv waters. Only one hatch-
et marlin has been reported world-
wide, Bradeen said; it was caught
off Beaufort, 5.C., in 1975.

“The fish had all the characteris-
tics of a hatchet, characteristics
which distinguish it from more
common billfish - categories like
white marlin and blues,” said Bra-
deen, a 13-year veteran of the wa-
ters off Islamorada and recipient of
the Herald’s outstanding .achieve-
ment award for Met fishing tour-
nament from 1969-76.

FOWLE SAID he didn’t believe
the” fish was a hatchet marlin.
““While it is a rare billfish, I don't
think it’s a hatchet marlin, al-
though it might be,” he said. “I
don’t even think it's a Mediterra-
nean spearfish either. This might
be an entirely unknown billfish —
a “Blue Chip” marlin, perhaps.”

Bradeen added that he thought
the fish was a hatchet marlin be-
cause of its unusual color “both in
the water and out” and because “of

¢

the unusual way the fish fought.”

He said the fish ‘crashed the
bait, unlike a blue (marlin) which
will usually tail and bill (bite) it
(the bait) before knocking it down.
The fish jumped 12 or 13 times,”
Bradeen said, “unlike a blue, which
will jump three or four times. And
the fish only sounded (dove under
the boat) twice.”

Bradeen added that as the fish
“jumped, I noticed that its whole
body was a luminous powder blue.
The fish’s tail and fins changed col-
ors as it jumped, too0.” .

ON THE docks, the fish’s color
did not fade to a blue-black and sil-
ver as the blue marlin’s does, Bra-
deen said. Instead the tail turned
lavender and pale blue, and the un-
derside of the pectoral fin was a
brilliant blue.

He said another unique factor
was the fish’s bill, which was
“slimy to the touch, unlike the

sandpaper-like bills of other mar- .

lins.” !

The different species of billfish
are identified by the size and shape
of the dorsal, anal and pectoral fins
and by the size relationship of the
dorsal fin to the body.
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Larry Reynolds stands with catch

«s. Species of fish unknown
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Mike Paynter Decorates a Cake

oo he’s

last in a short line’ of bakers

He Likes

aiing el

It’s an “Ego Trip’

By DONNA CAMERON
Herald Staff Writer

He’s not as famous as the pie-
man Simple Simon, but his oven
creations are displayed on the trav-
el movies of Miami-bound Canadi-
an jets and postcards he’s received
from pie fans nationwide attest to
Marathon baker Mike Paynter's cu-
linary skills. .

“You might call it an ego trip,”
Paynter said. “But I like pleasing
people. And I do it by sticking by
‘real’ ingredients called for by orig-
inal recipes, despite the extra
costs.”

Paynter says his shop, the Cake
Box Bakery in Marathon Shopping
Center, sells more whole home-
made Key Lime pies than any other
bakery or restaurant in the Keys.

“THERE ARE speciality shops in
Key West for donuts, breads and
pastries,” he said, “but mine is the
only shop that bakes and sells all
Lthree on the premises.”

Paynter’s culinary career began
inauspiciously in 1958 in the Kkitch-
en of a small Philadelphia bakesh-
op. Then 13 years old and em-
ployed as a dishwasher in the shop,
he was ordered to *‘pick up the
donut stick and turn ‘em out.”
Paynter was later to turn out
enough donuts to ‘“bake his way
through college.”

“I breathed a sigh of relief,”
Paynter said, “With my [reshman
year underway I thought I was out
,of the hot kitchen forever. But
after the football season there I
was back in the same Philly ba-
kery supplementing my income.”

“It was just the beginning of a

!

love-hate relationship I've had with
bzking for the last 10 years,” he
said.

IT WAS AS an aspiring teacher
that he came tc Marathon in 1970.
Peynter now sees that move as
“cne of fate's tricks to get me back
into the kitchen.”

In 1972 after he taught at Mara-
thon High School for two years,
Pzynter discovered that Marathon’s
only bakery was for sale. It was an
opportunity he couldn’t pass up.

Paynter left-his teaching post at
Marathon High School and refi-
nanced his new Karman Ghia con-
vertible to meet the down payment
for purchase of the bakery.

*I was so poar then that I had to
borrow $50 from my realtor to put
in the cash register on opening day.
For two years I lived in a three-
foot by 18-foot closet which was
adjacent to the bakery.” he said

KEY LIME pie sales at the Cake
Box have increased 1,000 per cent
sirce the store opened five years
ago. Compared to the nine pies he
so.d on his first day of business
Paynter now sells an average of
175 pies per day during”the toruist
season. He says he sold over 25,000
pies in the past three years.

Yet it isn’t money that keeps
Paynter baking. He sees himself
only as Maratkon's fourth baker
ever the last man in a short
line. The equipment he purchased
in 1972 was also used by his three
Marathon predecessors.

“I always wanted to paint or
draw or sculpt,” he said, ** and I
can’t. It's creative fulfillment keeps
me hooked.”
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‘Key West the sag_e afternoon —
:h_and -delivered.” ;

— DONNA CAMERON .

Retired Postmaster Robert" Albury Stands on Porch of Home
. ..received mail “kicked” from passing trains during 20s, 30s

- Tavernier Home Has Served |

- As Crocery, Post Ofﬁce |

By DONNA CAMERON

Herald Correspondent

The two-story frame house Rob-f
ert Harold Albury Built half a cen~{

tury ago has served him and Taver-
nier well. It's not only been his

home and general store, but also
offlce,,.

housed the town’s , post
which Albury managed for almost
30 years. »l

Albury, now retired as poa,tmasa{
ter, remembers when mail service, |

was quicker and cheaper.

“We had good service and it was |

inexpensive as well,” he saig.
“Why, I remember a friend ship-
ping me a crate of tomatoes on the
;Havana Special,”(one of the Florida |
‘East Coast Railroad trains that '
served the Keys).

Albury said he was visiting Ke»
West at the time and his friend,
back in Tavernier, put the crate of .
tomatoes on the train “at § da.m.
one morning and they arrived in

|

f

|

T

“IT WOULD FLOOD badly dur-
ing hurricanes,” Albury said.

Most of the mail Albury handled
was letfers to Key West of Miami,
he said.

Incoming mail and parcels would
be ‘“kicked” from the baggage car
as the*fHavana Special sped by the
Albury ‘general store at about, 60
miles 4n hour.

“Oh they’d stay strung togeth-

he said. “That is the mail and
ﬁarcels wouldn’t fall apart.” But he
said stacks of newspapers-bo_und

Outgoing packages and mail was
hung from a tower beside the train
track and snapped up by the speed-
ing train."

AFTER 1935 WHEN a massive
hurricane . wrecked the railroad,
trucks began .to bring the mail to
Tavernier. Albury retired in 1963
when the new Tavernier post of-
ifice was built opposite his store on
U.S. 1. His nephew, Paul Albury, is
the present postmaster,

The new post-office, which han-
dles about 160,000 letters and par-

together with string would “once
in a while pick up(lgust of wind,

and whoosh! The, cars wouldA
be a -wall of newspapers Speedmg
{4

cels annually, is far different from
the tiny post office Albury ran out
of his general store.

“They even gave him a swivel
chair” he said of his nephew. “In
my day, you had to rewind your

string and count your paper clips.”




The Secret of

Is Hidden in His

By DONNA CAMERON
; .+ ', Herald Correspondent

The small-room is more than just a work-
shop. It's a threshold of time and place. From
ancient Indian temples, medieval cathedrals, and
kings, colonies and castles throughout the ages,

ihe patterns line a wall. In the e m——
room, history becomes one

. man’s:patterned ‘patchwork.
 The representations of the -
past are gll.in tile —-Moravian - §
tile — that artisan Herman
Backlund says are one of a
kind. He claims the hand-
crafted, embossed picture tiles
produced at Backlund Moravi-
an Tileworks near mile mark-
er 97, Key Largd, are the &

TUéan —Tm”

shop. He claims the clay he

the C lay Tiles
Workshop

ics today would realize what a joke that was.”
Backlund said. “Mercer's formulas were used in

a coal-heated kiln. My kiln is electric and you
can’t use the same clay in both types of Kilns.

RN

“THEY JUST wanted me to stop making the
tiles because the craftsmen the county hired to
make the tiles sold at the museum couldn’t pro-
~duce a product like mine,” Backlund contended.
“And ‘they still can’t match my tiles. Nobody
like Mércer was in his day. It’s my
secret.” S s e S
Backlund will not disclose where he obtains
his clay. It is blended “someplace in New Jer.
sey” and shipped by the ton to his Key Largo

uses never fails io

“only. artistically successful
Moravian - tiles produced anywhere in the
world.” il

produce a clear impression, even in intricately
designed molds. Ordinary clay is not suitable for
Moravian tilemaking, he said, because it leaves

HIS 'SHOP FILLS orders for customers
worldwide. Re-orders are sent frequently from
such places as Tokyo, Brazil and Sweden. The
orders attest to the success of Backlund's tile-
making method, which is his secret.

The secret method came accidently to Back-
lund. In 1967, while setting up a computer in-
ventory system for county properties in Bucks
County, Pa., Backlund was asked to itemize the
contents of the Moravian Pottery and Tileworks
Museum, Doylestown, Pa,, an abandoned and
badly vandalized estate.

It was Backlund’s discovery in the museum
that led him to his successful work today and
various legal battles. . i

While working on the estate built in 1912
by Dr. Henry Chapman Mercer, an eccentric ar-
chaeologist, Backlund discovered 28 barrels
filled with documents containing formulas for
Mercer’s “lost” tilemaking art.

MERCER, ALSO a noted anthropologist and
Moravian tilemaker, had searched Europe in the
late 1800s to learn the tilemaking secret. He
discovered the key was the clay, and concocted
his own secret formula — a that formula was
supposedly lost upon Mercer’s death in 1930.

/

But with Mercer’s molds, tools and “40-
year-old clay leftovers,” Backlund taught him-
self the art. Although he possesses Mercer’s for<
mulas, he said he found them useéless because of
modern equipment.

After several years of research, Backlund
made his own clay formula and his tiles
matched the quality of Mercer’s. Bucks County,
Pa., officials took Backlund to court in: 1971,
claiming he had stolen Mercer’s tilemaking ‘ses"
cret, but the artist was acquitted.

®Anyone who knows anything affout cerame

small pieces in the molds,
mold’s total design.

product. His customers use hi
tiles in floors,
homes. Some buyers, he said, buy the tiles for
wall hangings rather than paintings.

failingrto copy the

The tiles displayed in his shop are beautiful-
ly colored, and having been fired to almost
2,000 Fahrenheit in the kiln, are highly resistant
to wear. Most of the embossed ceramic pictures
are four-inch squares, but larger panels and
sconces are also displayed. “Natural” clay reds
and “earth” blues and greens in the finished
tiles compliment Backlund’s secret clay skills,

It’s “art that works,” Backlund said of his
s embossed picture
fireplaces and baths in their

A FLORIDA Keys mold will soon be dis-
played at the shop, to be sold for the benefit of
the Key Largo Ambulance Corps. Other patterns
in the shop include “Plus Ultra,” a design made
by a Spanish king to commemorate Columbus’
discovery of America mixed with the American
dollar sign.

A tile of colonial Boston Harbor, in_scribed
with the word “Tea,” and Bibljcal impressions,
as well as Mayan Indien symbols are als%"favor-
ites, - ’ ) AR

Although he won't talk about his clay se-

‘cret, Backlund speaks freely about reasons for

his success.

“It's because I'm stupid,” he said. “I was
never taught ceramics. I learned like Mercer
did, by experimenting with someone else’s ex-
periments. When someone asks me -how I
achieved what is taught to be ‘ceramically im-
Ppossible,’ 1 say ‘because J never learned how not
to., 22 = ER— S— L2 - -
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Big Timber Band Includes Dave \ld\ndld Chubby Anllwny. Bill Bailey, Jack Walker ‘ (
...group performed atl Blueura os festival 7 st weckend at Waorlc Beyond campground on Key Largo*

Bluegrass Purisl Defends Form

By DONNA CAMERON

N Herald Correspondenis

“This is a song % grandma
taught me when-gshe Was 99 years
old,” he adlibbed, *‘and truer-words
were never spoken tHrough falser
teeth.”

The audience of 75 laughs as the
band picks up on the medley: “I'll
never marry an older mam and I'll
tell you why. His mouth is full of
tabaccy juice and he doesn't zip his
fly."

Within minutes, both children
and adults are dancing to the music
Don (Chubby) Anthony calls ‘“‘my
oldies as old as the Blue Rldge

Mountams themselves f

ANTHONY AND his Big Timber
Bluegrass Band Wwere performing at
the Keys' first ‘‘real” bluegrasssfes-
tival at the World Beyond camp-
ground in Key Largo last ‘weekend
— a four-day event planned as a
Memorial Day cé€lebration by
Miami bluegrass fan C. B. Jackson
and his mandolin teacher, Bill Bai-
ley, also a Miamian and a member
of the Big Timber Band,

“He's the greatest banjo player
of them all,” Jackson said of An-
thony. **He can play anything from
a banjo to a dobrow and it'll sound
great — that includes an old shoe
with strings around it.”

“It's part of me I'll enjoy until
they say I can't do it no more,”
Anthony said Saturday night be-
tween performances.

Like the three other members of
his band, Anthony can sound off at
will on the banjo, guitar, fiddle and
mandolin. But unlike the other
band members, Anthony’s also a
proven performer of his own music
and lyrics and has recorded 27
bluegrass albums with various
bands, four solo albums and is a
veteran of countless cross-country
tours, a radio show and two years
of Boston nightclub entertainment.

HE’S SELF-TAUGHT, too, and
while he doesn’t demean formal
schooling outright, he does say "I

try not to let it hurt me any” when-

he speaks of his 10th grade educa-
tion in Cherryville, N. C., his small

hometown in the foothllls of the

Blue Ridge Mountains.

“I think that learning to play an
instrument from a book takes
away some of the feeling — when
you get into paper work you get
too involved and you start playing
note to note, step by step — for-
getting how to let people enjoy the
music the way you feel it,” Antho-
ny said.

“I'd rather hear a man play his
own notes offbeat than hear him
echo someone else's right,” he
added.

ANTHONY, 42, SAID he- started
“pickin’ guitar” at age seven. “My
daddy helped me a bit with the
guitar,” he said, “but when it came
to the fiddle, a Tennessee gentle-
man by the name of Ray Huskey
was ,the one who inspired me the
most.”

Anthony also said he taught hlm-
self to play the mandolin at &ge
nine- and by the time he ‘was:«d2
years old, he became for the first
of seven years running North Caro-
lina state fiddling_ champion

-Iln h

7

favorite instrument, Anthony said
that playing * the fiddle is the easi-
est way to make a living.” \\

ANTHONY IS QUICK to defend
his style of music which he claims
“Nashville has given a bad name
since it commercialized country
music in the early 1960s and the
original country form of bluegrass
as hillbilty.” .

“Bluegrass is mountain music,™
he said, ‘“‘and its roots are in the
music of the Irish immigrants whe
settled in the southeastern U.: S.
mountains several generations ago-
The music took on its unique
American strain after the descen-
dants of those immigrants invented
the banjo and took to playing thelr
music on it.” ¢

He added that'“real bluegrass
“is an authentic artform rich
ory. For- example the fiddle
got its name back in the Gold Era
when mountain folks- went ‘o
west,” he said, ** and had"
else to do but take out the. filf
from underneath .. s and
break out playin%;- o
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Sharks hard 1o find,
film makers fmd oul

By DONNA CAMERON
Coniributing Writer

ISLAMORADA — To pilot
his sequence on phases of
‘“Americana”, film producer
Gregory Jackson of New
York City planned to docu-
ment a shark fishing expedi-
tion,

It seemed easy enough —
all ‘he planned to do was
gather his crew and head on
down to Florida's “shark is-
land" coast. From there It
would be a cinch — make a
date with a charter captain,
set out early in the morning,
get the chum line going and
—presto! Sooner or later a
shark would appear on one
of the boat's lines

To their surprise, Mr.
Jackson, cameramen Tony
Foresta and Dick Gray, and
sound man Norma Kopel-
man, all of New York, spent
three days and a few thou-
sand feet of film before they
had any luck

"Il was considerably fru.
trating,” said Mr. Jackson,
had to get a shark.
know: ‘No shark, no story

On Monday, after three
days of fruitless shark fisl
ing al another Keys location,
Jackson obtained a time ex-
tension on what had been
planned as a three-day ven-
ture, and sel oul al 8 am.
with  Capt.  Tony Peluso

- aboard the Dawn from Ches-
apeake Docks. Al 4 P-m, they
returned triumphant, with a
155 pound hammerhead.

“A relief,” Mr. Jackson
said to the experience,
“Catching. the . shark—no
moze complamls from head-
quarters.”

The variety_sequénce, to be
broadcast over ABC net-
works is described by Mr.
Jackson as a ., “mapazine-
type” feature, focusing on
American people and their

ou

Please (urn (o Page 41 o

for & future *

Fhats by DONNA CAMILAON
CAMERA CREW from ABC Television [ilms a scene

hark adventure” shnw

TV sharks

Continued from Page 40
lifestyles, s of which
have b
“madia \‘thlr :
to Mr. Jackson, He ha
studying and documenting
via film media, the results
the “Jaws" craze on the fish-
ing industry in the Keys and
in Miami

“Is it just a momentary

d, does it
reflect a cert preoccupa-
tion with the bizarre on the
part of the American peo-

ng to Mr. Jackson,
whao is originally from na-
waii and considers he hlmself
a “man of the ocean”, there
is more than one way to Kill
a shark.

“In Hawaii, we used 10
swim out 1o the reef at high
tide The reefs in Hawaii are
situated  differently  than
those off the Keys, he said.
“'At low tide. you can se€

ake Into the reef, and
rope with fve balt 1ol
& shack would go for the
tide ebbed,the
honked sharks would die of
jon. “Sharks have no
the film
pnn‘iu

"1 don't Ihlnl(. tl:e excite-
ment for ¢ people is Ih!
nctual killi i |
he speculated.
tainly lhu ark -1s prime

gh. more IHl'
idea of dﬂohng with the -
ic und bizarre. In UMs case,
wark, from
charte
know, something's happened
to the American toutist.
doesn't want to go to Rome
anymore — he'd rather walk
through the Amazon in ten-
nis sneakers, of hunt a fear-
ful fish from the deck of a
boat.

As part of his investiga-
tion, Mr. Jackson spent time
at Pfleuger Taxidermy in
‘ Miami. According to his sta-
tistics, shark mounting or-
ders have increased at least
20 per cent oyer the past
three Years. Whereas Pfleu-

42 . THE KEYN(]TFR Thursday. Der.cmber 23, 197¢ ger mounted 20-40 sharks

TV shark

Continued I'!pm Page 41

per week before the release
of the movie “Jaws"it no
mounted 100-200 sharks per

_week, Jackson sald.

“And, In thls modern age,
even wnoug Tishermen, there
is specialization,” Mr. Jack-
son nuted

Signs on Keys docks read
Fishing .

" “Blg _Game Shark_Fishi

Avallable” ght and
Day Trips — Fish lor the
Monster Shark like "Jaws'*
or “As Featured on ABC
TV". Momentary fad or not,
business is soocl and setllrrg
Detter.

Please turn to Page 42
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ichioe of Islamorada Pulls in His Suceulent Catch
<« amateur’s season_ends lonight

Amateur Lobster Season Arrives

By DONNA CAMERON
Herald Correspondent

John Hopkins and Bob Turchioe
paid little attention to one of their
favorite sporting events Tuesday
night, major league baseball's All-
Star Game. Instead, the pair spent
the evening in Hopkins’ Islamarada
home in ever-inereasing states of
apprehension, awaiting the big mo-
ment.

Movies

CINEMA TWIN - Star Wars (PG) 7, 930. The Is-
land of Dr. Moreau (PG) 7:15, 9:15. Searstown.
PLAZA TWIN ~ The Domino Principle (R) 7, 9.
Thieves (PG) 7:15, 9:15, Key Plaza Shopping Cen-

T

er.

THE PICTURE SHOW — Harold and Maude (PG)
9. 620 Duval St.

ISLANDER DRIVE-IN — Ready, Willing and Able (R)
begins al dusk. Seventeen and Anxious (R) 1035,
Stock Island. -

MONROE THEATER — Fantasy Club of America
(X) and Melanie’s | ‘otline (X), cantinugus shows”
frem 1 p.m, 623 Dut al St.

Marjorie Pickles, Hopkins’ neigh-
bor, was also absorbed in nail-bit-
ing and clock-watching Tuesday
night, waiting with the men for the
stroke of midnight.

Hopkins and Turchioe had pre-
pared for the'awaited'moment ear-
lier, donning di gear  hours
ahead of time: B¥™“widnight they
were in the water of a sea-walled
cove behind Hopkins’ home, pre-
paring, to be the first Florida fish-
ermen-to take advantage of the an-
nual two-day amateur lobster sea-
son.

THE CLOCK struck midnight.
And within 45 seconds, the two
had pulled up a lobster from near
the seawall. Minutes later, Pickles,
who was stationed’ at *“‘the craw-
fish bed that I've been cultivating
for years,” had captured her prize,

too.

“I wish we could have got all
we saw,” Hopkins said. “John held
the light while I snuck up behind
them,™ Turchioe added, ‘but
they're fast,” -

By 7 a.m. Wednesday, hundreds
of snorkerle?s and divers were sub-
merged in Keys waters, searching
for that cherished crawfish, better
known as lobster, before profes-
sional crawfishermen begin their
season Friday.

The Florida Marine Patrol re-
ported it had made only one arrest
by late Wednesday on a man who
had exceeded the limit of six lob-
sters per fishermen. ; i

The event, Florida's third anrﬁxal,
ends at midnight Thursday.

9
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Morgann Lester Praclue% Lessons on Her Violincello
«.. one of 10 Plantation Key Llemenlary School students in dass

Keys Students Strung Out,
But Make Beautiful Music

" By DONNA CAMERON
Herald Writer

‘When 10 Plantation Key Elementary School fifth
graders started lessons 415 months ago, they couldn’t
even read music. Now, as string instrumentalists in
the school’s' Beginning String Orchestra, they not only
read music, they play several melodies with ease.

The group is a first for the Keys, an area where
even adultand«prdfeqtsmnal string instrumentalists are
rare, according to the orchestra’s founder Robert
Weiler. -

Weiler, who has spent nine of his 28 music-teach-
ing years at Coral Shores High School conducting the
* marching bandg band and teaching music; said his ele-
mentary students dre “quite talented and doing sur-
prisingly well i

WE’RE ‘hoping to build from this group to where
we have @ string orchestra in both elementary and
high schools,” Weiter said.

The lack of professional string players in the Keys"

poses an instruction problem for Weiler, who said he
was lucky to have had several professional musicians
wintering "in the upper Keys when he formed the
group last January. The. musicians agreed to visit the

elementary school and demonstrate their instruments
to interested students.

Although the musicians expressed a willingness to
give private instruction if the program proved suce
cessful, they would be able to teach only during the
winter months.

But despite the problems, which include a limited
supply of instruments, Weiler has produced 10 versa-
tile and inspired musicians who are already entertain-
ing at school functions and PTA meetings.

“I TRY to play like a professional,” said viola
player Tammie Gurgiolo, of Plantatlon Key. “It's all
very mterestmg Id like to learn the French horn, too,
because.it’s my favorite.” Coe

Joey Horvarth of Lower Matecumbe is a violin cel-
list and the only member of the orchestra not assigned
to a child-sized intrument, But Joey lsnt stopping
with the cello. I

“I think I'll keep on with the cello, by I'd also like
to take up the trombone and join the bdnd. I can play
in high school, and who knows? Four:and a half
months ago I couldn’t even read notes,Now I play
songs."




hure Concert .,

Prove Success of

/ 7

Fledgling Serles

By DONNA CAMERON
Herald Correspondent

Nimble ' fingers rollick, pause.
Hopeful-sounding strains of Franz
Schubert's music change slowly to
tones of despair. But the melody
suddenly grows light again and the
fingers are sure. The feet and
heads of 250 enthralled listeners
follow the tempo. .

The audience, in awe, rises to
give classical pianist Leonard
Shure a 10-minute standing ovation
for his interpretation of Schubert’s
“Fantasy.” And Shure rewards
them with an’encore, a gesture of
gratitude and feeling he had under-
taken for only the second time in
his life. ’ :

“In 61 years as a concert pianist,
I have never played an all-Schubert
program before,” Shure said after
his weekend performance at the
Plantation Yacht Harbor on Planta-
tion Key. “In fact, I have never
played an all-any-composer pro-
gram. Ana"tonight was only the
second time I've reléented and given
an encore.” 3

OPENING HIS program with
Schubert’s Sonata in C Major and
six short “momente musicale”
pieces, Shure had originally intend-
ed to finish with Schubert’s Fanta-
sy in C Major. But after the stand-
ing ovation, he gave into the ap-
plause.

“Again, for the second time in
my career,” he told the audience,
“I will play an encore at the re-
Juest of my grandson, Andy —
Schubert’s Prelude in D.” .

A renowned pianist -who has
Jlayed with' the symphonies of
Joston,  Philadelphia,  Detroit,
Zl‘fveland and New York, Shure
:alf after the show he does not like

Yin
¥

|

to play:-an encbre because it inters :
feres ‘with the, totality of the pro- g5

gramihe plans. -

“Certain pieces of music;.move
well together. Like a total -picture.
An encore's;like a red sireak on-a
sheet of white," he said.

“BUT TONIGHT, as-in the per-
formance I gawve last; Feb. 8 at the
Upiversity of Miamf, I felt it be-’
longed. The encore did not upset
the totality of the performance.”

The 67-year-old' Shure is ‘also
particular about the piano he plays.

A Baldwin concert grand was ship-' f§

ped-from Ft. Lauderdale to Planta-
tion Key for Sunday’s performance.

“I won’t play on any other
piano,” Shure said, “for a lot of
reasons. But basically it’s the tonal
quality and the touch of the Bald-}'
win that I like." >3

However, the Keys' climate canl
get the best of any piano, even a'

concert Baldwin, causing Shure to ! .

interrupt the concert,

“THE HUMIDITY has gotten to
the piano again. If you hear some'
weird harmonies, it's because some:
of the keys are sticking. I must use,

the pedals unsparingly to account :vsall_aut

S

for those strange sounds.”

.

Shure began his piano studies in $%gring Arts (UKPPA). The con-
1914 as a four-year-old-in Los A -hz,:‘c Tt

geles. He gave his first congert

then leaving the United States toj:
spend his teenage years studyingf
piano in Germany under master pi-
anist P.W. Schnabel. =~ *7°

Shure “performed . extenSivély,
throughout Europe fronj”that time
until his return to the U:5: in 1933,
he said, and has since :been a'fea-
tured ‘soloist with every major
symphony orchestra in the country

and in Israel.

.

I

fmew]

there as a prodigious six-year-old,!:

‘Leonard Shure Plays AH-Schubért Program

“¥Sunday's Plantation Key concert
Awas a success for patrons as well
‘as the performer because of a

Annmvdle o 4
wrapTuULL avLuULulILE [EV D

Hh Madigan, president of the
pper Keys Patrons of the Per-

pAweanrel 1
vilUvva,

was the.second and last of the

fopfied UKPPA-sponsored
performances for this season. The
‘rirst"rf_eh“tured Flamenco guitarist
Carlos Montoya and was also sold-
. out, |

Shure said he enjoyed playing at
“the Yacht' Harbor and would ‘‘re~
turn again if they will have me."

He returned to Boston after Sun-
day's concert where he .teaches
piano and music theory at the New
England Conservatory of Music.

. — DONNA GAMERON I

‘e it ++-he provided enly second encore in Gl-vear carcer I




Student Teachers Are Tuned
To Elementury Class Minds

By DONNA CAMERON Makepeace said. “And I'm proud grade classroom wearing a-striped
Herald Correspondent onf my students, It takes initiative, - referee shirt and blue jeans, he's

- “What color was it when it died guts and responsibility for them to greeted with cries of “Hey, ref”
and how long did it stay together do what they’re doing at the ele- from the boys and “Show us how
dead?” : 3 mentary school.” ' you blush” from the girls. _

“Did it smell funny after?” : Makepeace said students selected “I was surprised by their reac-

Questions like that are common- for the program must be talented tion to me,” Boyle said. “I thought
ly asked by sixth graders when in science and have the mental sta- they'd give me a hard timie when I
they're told about a whale shark mina the job requires. first started — but they didn’t. One
that beached itself and died in the Eight of the ten student teachers student even told her regular
Gulf of Mexico. And, they're an- plan to attend college after they teacher that she had learned more
swered just as easily by a teacher graduate and at least three of them with me one hour a day than she
only six years older than, they are. plan to study to become science did with the ‘regular teacher - all

“Yeah, it smelled — like teachers. year.” . -
yechhh!” replied Coral Shores High SENIOR DONNA Woolet stu- ' !
School senior and student teacher dent-teaches first grade and is a BOYLE WASN'T the only one
Joe Boyle. “And it turned black be-  talented artist. She tests her stu- surprised. with the results of the
fore it gobt the rottenest odor dents with tests based on drawings program. Margaret Munson, 27, a
around,” he said. Then he proceeds she has made. . teacher in the exceptional child
with a scientific lecture about the Debbie Sands, a honor student in program at Coral Shores High -
decomposition of the shark. the program, gathers her third School, said that a student-teacher

v graders around her for a quiet af- assigned to one of her 14-year-old

BOYLE IS ONE. of 10 Coral ternoon of reading, while Kelly Da-  students has “done a great job.”
Shores students who teach envi- mond, whose classmates say has “In fact the child is so instilled
ronmental sciénce to students at ‘the toughest class in the (elemen- with a desire to learn that he's al-
Plantation Key Elementary School. tary) school,” must sometimes belt ready signed up for all Makepeac~
‘The students teach:one period & ouf her lessons' to 40 restless sec- e's science classes for the fall se-
day, five days a week throughout pnd graders. mester,"” she said.
the school year. Although a profes- Joe Boyle comes across as a stu- “And that's what T call success
sional teacher sit§"in, the students dent teacher who is really .one-of - — for any school or learning-ori
are required totresearch and plan the kids %ﬁh&n e'ehters the gitth- -ented program,” she said,
the lesson, as well as test and ity g ; :
grade the students théy have been
assigned to teach.

The student teaching program is
also conducted at Marathon and
Key West High Schools, and the
countywide program is subsidized
by the state. The grant enables the
student teachers to.take their class-
es on field {rips toiMege-cities” like
the Everglades*add:to pruchase §
much-needed equipment for scierice
experiments, - o

It’s a great program,” says Plan-
tation Key Elementary School co-
ordinator and seventh .grade sci-
ence teacher Donovan Riley. “A |
teenager has a chance for a certai
rapport with students that a 36-
year-old  téacher like . myself
doesn’t.”

RILEY SAID the student teach-
ers also “have time to study certain
things in depth — and this helps
Ime out as a science teacher.”

Coral Shores coordinator David
Makepeace, also a science teacher,
said the student teacher. program is
in its first year. “I'm an eco-freak,”

X b . ‘~ DONNA CAN;ERON
STUDENT-{’" ACHERS: Seated from left, Joe Boyle, Ron Shelton, Kelly Daymond. Standi_ng,_ Dave
Smith, Bb Iées!ire, Debbie Sanders and Dale Miler. S TERE




Unique Brine Shrimp Farm
Thrives Under Deft Control

By DONNA CAMERON
Herald Cerrespondent

Mike McMaster isn't your nor-
mal shrimper.

You might call him a shrimp
farmer, though you wouldn’t think
of eating the Kkind he raises.
They're a feast for fish.

Raising brine shrimp is as differ-
ent from conventional shrimp
trawling as cattle-raising is from a
round-up. No more than an inch
long, the reddish-brown, polywog-
like animals have to be raised in a
controlled environment.

McMaster, owner-operator of
Ocean Farming Inc. on Plantation

Key, says his is ‘“the only brine

shrimp farm in the world where
things are controlled from day one
to day of sale.” Once they were

only caught at the bottom of San,

Diego and San Francisco Bays.

“IT’S A CHALLENGE few have

dealt with,” -said McMasters, 3],

who earned a bachelor of SC]EHCG)

degree’in oceanography at the Uni-
versity of California.

Nevertheless, he has managed to
turn it into a thriving, 10,000-
pounds-a-month business.

“Although doctors  here and

there have grown brine shrimp -

from eggs in university ang compa-
ny labs, mno one else has yet made a
successful business of growing the
shrimp,” McMaster said. ‘'‘Since
QOctober, four months after I moved
the company to the Keys from
West Palm Beach,” the farm has
produced up to 10,000 pounds of
brine shrimp a month. And we've
sold them all — to pet dealers na-
tionwide and in Canada.”

McMaster said his tank-grown
shrimp also have another advan-
tage over those netted in the ocean
because they are free of bacteria
occasionally harmful to aquarium
fish.

HISFINAL product, which is la-
beled, ‘“Carribbean Brand Live
Shrimp,”’ .is not the only fish food

'rs has developed. *Ocean
: “plankton hg de-
¥od for aquarium

/(

e .shnmp are truoked d(uL'y lo Mtamt /hrpn l for h‘lps

invertebrates such as live coral and

sponges, as well as an environmen-

tal stabilizer for tanks,” is also on
the market.

The food used to feed his brine
shrimp is also McMasters’ concoc-
tion, but he cautioned that the in-
gredients are not ‘for distribution
or identification.”::

“Like the brine shrimp are them-
selves,” he said, “it’s a safe, con-
trol-grown' food. for fish who in-
habit .a" safe, controlled environ-
ment like an aquarium or a tank.”

Despite the modern praducts
manufactured ‘at McMaster’s com-
pany, the brine farm resembles the
ruins of a lost civilization. Eleven
circular concrete tapks, some 15
feet high and all witheut windows
or ceilings, comprise the farm.

THE TANKS are the actual
shrimp nurseries, providing a com-
bined -water-holding capacity of
four million gallens. The shrimp
are fed from catwalks and ti¥e den-
sity of the brine’s populatioty is pe-
riodically checked. Enviror
factors, such as water temperature

and s,ahmty must also be recorded.

McMasters grows his shrimp)
from eggs purchased in markets inl
the U.S.. and overseas,
them i
containers on the farm
putting them into the large grow-
ing tanks. Water.is constantly cy-
cled through the tanks and into ca-
nals at the tanks’ bottoms, but the
shrimp are contained within the
concrete structures by net gates.

After 21-30 days, the normal
brine growing period, McMasters
said, the shrimp are “flushed from
the -cisterns into the canals where
they are netted, water-bagged, and
packed in styrofoam boxes with
pure oxygen.’

THE BOXES are trucked to
Miami International Airport daily,
he said, and usually reach their
destinations as far away as An-
chorage, Alaska, within' 24 hours.
The styrofoam containers stabilize
temperature conditions in the
boxes for up to six hours, he said,
regardless of outdoor weather con-
ditions.




Lobstermen Rap

h
By DONNA CAMERON
Herald C.o.rrospendlnr

Succulent, fresh lobster dinners
vill probably dress the tables of
nany Keys sports fishermen to-
iight who snared their «caich dur-
ng Florida’s third annual two-day
obster ‘season for amateurs.

But another, more serious group
i fishermen, the professionals
vho make a living catching craw-
ish, aren't particularly pleased

with either the state-Tegislated am-
ateur season or the divers and net-
ters who invaded Keys waters for
the 48-hour period to catch lobster.

*Complaints range from charges
that the amateurs, permitted to
catch lobster Wednesday and
Thursday, violate the state’s laws
frequently to others claiming the
amateurs are partially responsible
for a decrease in the size and quan-
tity of the delicacy.

i C_RAWFISHER-MEN' o pafftic_u- .
larly upset that the two seasons -

overlapped, as Thursday was not
only the second day of the.amateur
season but the first day the pros
could lower their traps.

“I work hard to prepare my
traps, and then on the day they go
inte the water, I have to waste my
time dodging divers without down
flags in navigable waters at choice
trap sites,” a Conch Key crawfish-

:Iohn, Jeff Dolan Load Traps onto Boal of Lobsterman-Father John

.. .traps were placed in the water Thursday but can’t be raised until Tuesda

~; ] , "_ i..-

erman sa!ﬂ

" a farce, Capt ' Charlie

‘Brown, 15-year owner-operator of

Charlie Brown Fisheries, Inc., Isla-
morada said. “It would be okay if
they stuck by the rules but most of
them don’t.”

Brown added many of the ama-
teur lobstermen catch illegal, un-
dersized crawfish, cut off only the
tails and throw the carapaces back
into the water, a violation of state

— DONNA CAMERON

the,
5 complain abhout.

» ple doihg so are arrested.”

law.

“The dead cr &wﬁsh heads .re-
pulse other crawfish for as long as
three weeks,” Brown' added. As a
result, he said, he does not expect
to pull up a good initial catch Tues-
day, the first day the professionals
can raise their traps.

“I HAVEN'T BEEN able to ex-
pect a good initial catch for three
years since this sports thing was
initiated,” Brown added. i

Other professional fishermen
complained that passage pf the bill
in 1974 which called for the:t{wo-
day season to begin in 19745 was

‘‘unfair.”

“Officials pushed ' the"-’ bill
through without us fishermen hav-
ing a chance to fight it,” 'another
fisherman said. A majority of the
* fishermen interviewed requed to
be identified, saying they feared re-
prisals from persons who would
destroy their traps.

Florida Marine Patrol Sgt Gene
Gray, Marathon, however, said his
organization *‘hasn’t seen much of
problem™ the profesSionals

“It’s trug that the dedd carapace

. might repulse llvmg crawfish™

the immediate v1cm1ty but dispos-
ing of the'head is a crime and peo-

MARINE PATROL officials
~added only .30 arrests were made

¢ of: vnolators breaking the rules of

the two-day season, a record-low
for the three-year period. Most of

.- the arrests were made on persons

taking more than the allowed sfx
lobsters.

~“They’re just greedy,” a sparts
flshermen wsaid of the professionals.

. “They just’ know that for all the
'lobsters we take, there S that many

less in their traps.”

If the commercial flshermen are
worried about this season, it’s for
good reason according .to- Pete
Maley, National Mariné - _ishing
Service. Maley said a 1.7-million
pound decrease was recqrded, in
the professionals’ cateh -between
the 1974 and: 1975 seasons, 1the
'Y@Ar, the amateurpenoddngan :




In Protest Against Low Market Prices

By FITZ McADEN -
And DONNA CAMERON

Herald Staff Writers
Most Keys lobster boats stayed
in port Wednesday as lobstermen
continued their work stoppage

against low market prices.
" “It’s kind of quiet,” said Mrs.
Helen Roberts, owner of the Isla-
morada Fish Co., a fish house that
usually is bustlmg with activity.
Roberts said that her firm‘ had
bought “nothing today” from lob-
stermen, and fish houses down the

Keys also reported they weren't

doing much business either. el
Ming Seafood Inc. of ]

bought “only a handful?

accorcing to John Merta

official.

Tuesday that most fish houses
were paying 20 cents per pound

. men met

less than was paid last year for
lobster, they left their traps in the
water and returned home without
harvesting the catches. Tuesday
was the first day of the season on
which lobstermen could sell to fish
houses.

The Florida Marine Patrol said
there was - hardly any lobstering
going on in the Keys. “They’re usu-

ally loaded out there on the second:
day of the season,” said Lt. Ralph

Tingley of the patrol’s Marathon
station. Tingley said a marine pa-
trolman who was in an area where
lobstering would normally be

heavy reported that “he doesn’t see
* orfe commercial boat out there.”

A group of disgruntled lobster-
in Marathon

aganist prices which they say are
too low to allow them a profit. An-
other group of lobstermen met in

~Tuesday,
night in a gesture of solidarity

Key West Wednesday night.

Officials of- the Organized Fish-
ermen of Florida, a trade associa-
tion, have estimated that as many
as 4,000 lobstermen may stop har-
vesting their traps.

FISHERMEN AT the Marathon
meeting agreed to sit out the entire
eight month long lobster season if
necessary, but vowed not to sell
for $1.55 a pound.

“We won’t be losing money if

‘we leave the traps in the water un-
“less some divers or other fishermen

steal the crawfish from them,” said
Cappy Joiner, a lobsterman and
spokesman for the Marathon
group.

Lobstermen say thelr expenses
for fuel, supplies and -bait have
sharply incréased, and they need to
make at least what they were paid
last year for their lobsters to stay

in business.

Another fisherman said he would
“rather truck our own (lobsters) up
to Miami” and sell to fish houses
there than wait for prices.in Keys
houses to go up. Prices paid for
lobster in Miami are reportedly
higher, but that could not be lmme-
diately confirmed.

“IT’S A matter of supply and de-
mand,” said Bob Felik, an official
with National Fisheries, a Miami
seafood wholesaler. “There’s al-
ready a good supply” of lobsters,
he said, 'adding that the price of
lobster dinner in a réstaurant has
risen to the point that “the pubhc
just isn’t consuming.

“There is still a demand for a
very small amount of Iobsters,"
Felik added.

Ming said it is “too early for the
strike to do any real damage.”
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Novice F ly
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"‘uster

Is Champwu al

Women’s

By DONNA CAMERON

Herald Correspondent

Five months ago, Joy Brown.

couldn’t eveh work a fly reel. But
on Tuesdayshe ‘caught two tarpon
and became the grand champion of
the first Women’s Invitational Tar-
pon Fly Tournament at the Islamo-
rada Fishing Club.

Brown fished the three-day tour-
nament with her husband, Capt.
Hank' Brewn, a professxonal back-
country guide from Bud 'n' Mary’s
Marina in Islamorada.

“He taught me everything I
know,” she said. *'1 set out to win
and even thbugh 1 caught nothing
the first two: days of the tourna-
ment, Hank' never doubted T could
do it.”" She added that it was “an
honor to be the winner — it was

the first women's tarpon fly tour--

nament in Islamorada.”

THE TOURNAMENT was more
than just a first for Islamorada. Ac-
cording to Cathy Deliere, the tour-
nament’s director and the first run-
ner-up. *

Nine anglers participated in the
contest, held Sunday through Tues-
day. The majority of them were
inexperienced and had learned to
fly fish from their husbands or
Capt. Dave Wilson, also of Bud 'n’
Mary's, in February. That’s when
the idea of the contest was ‘“‘con-
ceived over lunch at Papa Joe's, an
Islamorada restuarant, by Capt.
Max Register, also of Bud 'n’
Mary’s,” Deliere said.

“Max is the one who thought it
up, and he and (Wilson) were the
ones who made it work — three
years ago if they'd have seen a
woman out there fishing on a fly,
they would have said, ‘Move over
baby.' ” But other fisherman had a/
lot of respect for us.”

FLY FISHING requires more
skill and coordination than fishing
with conventional or spinfjing geg
Wilson said.

4 “This year we had a
next year we'l}

before discpvering what kmd
(’ fish it was, won the contest’s
most unusual catch” award.

Kathy Albright, who won the
hard luck award, is probably the
only angle(‘ in  hi

: & tarpon through

e hoop of her-earring. “There

as nothing I could do about it ex-

To urnéy

cept keep fighting the fish,” she
said, “and I almost had it.”

-Contest prizes consisted of fish-
ing gear. Brown won a Seamster
fly reel and a gold tarpon necklace
designed by Al Pfleuger of Hallan-
dale, for catching and releasing the
most fish.

Deliere won a British-made Fen-
wick fly rod.

Ginny Storer was second run-
ner-up and won a Diawa rod.

DONNA

Winner Joy Bnm n With Husband HadT

she acon first tarpon fly tourn




Tournament Wi inners Jim Boyle, Steve Clark Watel ¥

«..Plantation crent weighmaster Al Fluti

ir. adjusts scales

To Proud Anglers It’s Prize,

To Spectator a Dead Fish

By DONNA CAMERON

Id Correspondent
man happened.

at the Planto-

ht Harhor Sunday and

wondered what she  hod

come upan * P Bre tWo Brown

men gett ted about a

dead fish? ed a fellow by-
stander.

But it wasn't ju
she was told.
dolphin and
Hoyle of Islamorads and angler
Steve Clark of Miami first place in
the Yacht Harbor's t Annual
Championship  Dolphin Tourna-
'ment. They had reason to be
whoeoping It up = their win was
rewarded with eash prizes ol §500
for Boyle and $1,000 for Clark.

Clark — in Boy noncommer-
¢ial Boston Whaler, the “Honew
Bear" had outflshed about 130

any dead

other fishermen and o, host of ced.

uding former baschall
diami Dolphin
dez

lo Dundee,
Muhammed

lgbrities
star Mickey Mantle,
players Manny Fer
Steve le and An
heavyweight champ
All's trainer.

CLARK'S PRIZE fish was
welghed in Bt the Yacht Harbor

ment’s 5 p.m. closing time Sunday.
Ten minutes after Clark's fish was
off the scales, the runners.up in the
pt. Skip Bradeen of
hesapeake Docks, Istamorady, &
iuhfrman Murfel Kaye of H

Fernandeg
brought back Iy
school dulnhl:l but I:Iu_ pon

bunc!i of |n_opll‘ I‘ ever met since
1 left my hometown of Prairie V
lage, Kan.

FERNANDEZ TIPPED a cham-
pagne glass end shouted, “Three
cheers for my captain, Al Flutie —
there's no one like
"his (fishing) w.
difficult that i
nandez said
I'm always

more

Mantle, chearful despl cold
dinner and a {lat drink ot the tour-
nament's preliminary banquet F

just half an hour before the tourna- _day night, obliged hordes of auto-

graph sekkers and photographers,
“I tald him it was for my kid,”
M

:md Eric
ager of the

“IT WAS BECAUS
were  simple

‘None of that rig
you get with other tournament
And both men and men enmpe
ed Logether.

entry fee he
“And just look who won —
angler who's never fished & tourn
ment and & c:lpt:lln with.a privates
Ily-owned boat,” Herzog said.
Herzog addéed that the
ment was also a “boon to
da trade In the of on.'" While
the Plantation acht Harbor

nights in a rov !

were  booked, and Islamorada
Abel's Tackle Shop alone sold more
than 4,000 pounds of ballvheo," a
bait fish commenly used to caich
dolphins, he sald.
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Monty Hackent Weighs Redfish Entry

o oo d Yi-pounder caught by Gary Re

None Are

gister, wile Roxanne

.‘F lushed’

By Tourney Catches

By DONNA CAMERON
Herald Correspondent . ~

No one caught the roval flush —
2 bonefish, redfish and snook —
but Capt. Bob Klein of Key Largo
and his son Bob, Jr. won $1,550
and four trophies for their catches
in the Plantation Yacht, Club's
“Spinout-10" this weekend in Plan-
tation Key.

The Kleins were the onlv pair
among 45 fishing teams to catch -a
bonefish, a 3l-pound, 1l-ounce
prize. The father-son'. team also
won the redfish division with a
11-pound, 12-ounce catch. )

Although only eight' of the 45
teams caught any fish, Spinout co-
directors Capts, Gary Ellis and Al
Flutie said the tournament was a
success, mainly because the 90 en-
tries are the largest for the tourna-
ment.

The first tournament was held in
April, 1972, Ellis said, a two-manfkt
bachelor' party given for Flutie.
Ellis said the Spinout is unique be-
cause “the 50-mile stretch between
Key Largo and Marathop is the
only place in the world wherel
snook, redfish and bonefish can be
stalked at the same time in the
same waters." '

Both experiennced fishermen
and amateurs-participated in Spin-

out 10, Ellis said

L,

Al Polofsky émﬁ: Bill Vogler,
Miami, won thé :snook division
with a catch of pounds, 415
ounces. Keys’ resid
Kenny and Capt..
the “Hard Luck
snook catch, a half-ounce less thanilk
the winners’.
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Homeseekers

These two part-poodles, found near the

Islamorada Post Office Sunday by Doris
Hommel, are looking for a new home.
Hommel said the two were romping
through mud puddles, so she took them

— DONMA CAMERON / Miami Her ald
home and gave them a bath. The pair
pose in flower pots at Hommel’s Flower
Shop in Islamorada.




Emaciated D

s yearn for life
complete with
partions of table
and long ho
the fireplac

He prefers the dog pound to the
home he's had dor the past t

weeks, tled up to a bush in an iso-
lated ba e area north of Mile

dent and an employe of the Reason

Construction
which was e

PAT KUEHL, manager ol ihe
Upper Keys Humane Society, said
McMahon immediately fed and wa-
tered Casey upon finding him and
then contacted the society.

“It was a horrible sight,” Kuehl

— DONNA CAMERON

Irish Setter Casey Left Tied 10 Bush by Miami Owner

owner said he

s Irying lo correct hookworm, mange diseases

sald, "It wa almost (n-
poor dog w
ng on a blg rock panting.
Because there were a lot of
in the ares, he was hard to
1, And John (her husband) had to
imb

and e i ed.

Casey originally had been
thought to be abandoned by his
keeper, Richard Ainsworth, a man
in the process of moving from
Dade County to the Upper Keys,
according to Monroe County Sher-
iff's officials.

However, Deputy John Fay said
Ainsworth had not abandonéd the
dog but was only attempting Lo
treat it back to good health.

WHOLE THING got
blown out of proportion,” Fay said.
“THe appearance of the dog was

og Finds Some

very poor — there's no doubt
about tha

“But we heard all the cruelty ru-
mors here first also, and that's
why I did some chec A7

Fay safd  Ainsworth received
Casey in a very sick condition from
4 woman who was unable to re-
store the dog's health, and al-
though traveling from Dade * to
Monroe County daily, stopped to

<

isease sdrcop-

said, snd ac-

carding to Fay, Alnsworth was at-

tempting to heal € with daily
salt water baths in the sea.

: stigat 50 far shows

othing but honorable in-

5. Fay said. "It may have

his  knowledge of ‘proper

treatments was limited, but he was

trving to take controfxof
heafth." * 2

DURING HIS ORD)
weight dropped from’
80-90 pounds to 51. He
from anemi
tion.

“'His stamina-am

being, but if you'loak at:hl
you can’t miss the-gratitude.

Key Largo veterinarian Geo )
Baker sald Casey had not contract;
ed tapeworins or heartworms -
therefore did not have ta‘be de-
stroyed. “I would have hated ‘to
kill 'a dog who fought for his lifs,
like this one. He deserves t i 1

Fay said he is stil] attempting to’
locate the licensed ownor of Casey,
who will be kept at the Humane
Society until the igation I
completed. A
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EVERGIADES NATIONAL PARK

Traveling down the Florida Keys

Nature in repose

LIGNUM VITAE KEY — This Island paradise [s & place
dominsted by nature, with little evidence of human history.
There's a dock, two houseboats, u Key Lurgo coral house, a
windmill, an Indian mound, and & coral rock wall whose origin
has yet to be determined. Otherwise, it's wild. Cofiee berry
trees, rare varieties of spider, tree snalls unique to the island,
coconut palms, Lignum Vitae trees, to name a few varieties. A
Cornell University sclentist reportedly remarked that there ls
more on the [sland than In 10,000 miles of travel. Visitors can
arrange a tour by contacting the Long Key Recreation Area.
The only way to get to the island Is by boat, and that must be
arvanged privately.
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WINDMILL, modeled on the 1919 orlglnnl

ER pider,  native of Lignim Vit Key I : BARBED WIRE CACTUS, natt WILD COFFEE BERRY shrubs Inside the tropical hardwod
CAi y “ exotic ve variety. ock at Lignum Vitae Key. ;vghslgh was destroyed by Hurricane Donna in
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DEAR SANTA: We know what . ..

Real or fake,

fat or thin,
Santa lives

By DONNA CAMERON

Contribuling Writer

KEY LARGO — Who s, . . Santa Claus?

I’'ve never seen him, couldn’t describe . . . i

“Ho Ho!”' says Tina Wiseman's Santa Claus, with a wave
of his arm. A large sack behind an equally large belly welghs
him to one side.

What is . . . Santa?

Not a real person ., . .

“HO HO HO HO!" eries the Jolly man in red, from among
the stars at night. That is Andy Achindler's conception.

If someone were to give you a crayon and some paper,
saying, “show me Santa Claus”, who, or what would you de-
scribe, and how?

T Was p I to second graders at Key
Largo Elementary School. For those who've never seen Santa,
or question his ‘realness’, a look at these chil s illustra-
tions is convineing. Mr. Claus is a smiling guy in o tall, pom-
pommed cap essentially. And, to one's fancy, Santa Is much
more.

He might be a friendly face behind a gift-laden sleigh in a
snowstorn, as George Alvarez sees him.

Muaybe he's the fattest guy in the world, says the drawing
of Katrina Rodriguez — with outstretched arms and n twinkle
in his eye.

Naw, Santa's a swarthy dude, and, according to the artist
‘Richard’, he’s got hot red cheeks, a green mustache, and a
broad, toothy grin.

Santa, a wisp of a thing? Perhaps, suggests Steve Howard,
with a stick-figure rendering, but only if he's got hands big
enough to give out the presents,

Kevin Waggle portrays Mr. Claus as a’pot-bellied, pipe-
smoking, polite-looking gent shooting toward your chimney
on a wing and a prayer.

Could it be that Mrs. Sunta is behind the whole thing?
With rosy cheeks, long brown hair, and a fake blond beard —
maybe, Jackic Crawford hints, Maybe there's more to her mu-
slcal “HO HO HO™ thun vne thinks,

“HO HO HO HO HO HO HO HO HO HO HO HO." rallies
Debble Kernan's Santa with a Mona Lisa grin, He's got vne
‘Ho’ for each of the twelve duys of Christmas,

Whatever, Implies Donna Parkinson. This Christrmas,
wherever one Is, Santa's coming. You'll see, The Christmas
spirit will warm your heart when Santa peeks timidly in,
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you look like, ho ho ho!
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.-.Ra,re; Old Bird

I nspires Legends -

The pelican — a member of one of the oldest bird
families in existence, with a family tree dating back
30 to 40 million years — has had both religious and
literary significance from the earliest recorded histo-
ry.

Perhaps the most interesting legend of all, says or-

nithologist Sandy Sprunt, is a medieval legend about a

pelican parent caring enough for its young to pierce

its own chest and feed them its blood, a symbol of
piety and charity in the Middle Ages.

Dixon Lanier Merritt's 1910 doggerel cast the

'birds in a more humorous light:

A wonderful bird is the pelican,

His bill will hold more than his belican.
He can take in his beak

Enough jood for a week

But I'm damned if I see how the helican.

Merritt’'s verse notwithstanding, pelicans don't
store food in their beaks. However, the average
brown pelican, with a height of 2 15 feet, does have
“an incredibly large" pouch capacity of up to three
gallons, Sprunt said. .

i The medieval legend, too, is one possibly based on
an odd pelican feature: although pelicans do not pierce
their chests to feed their young, they do feed their
nestlings by regurgitating semi-digested fish.

_ “The voung go all the way down into their par-

ents' gullet for a meal,” Sprunt said. “Ang it some-
times appears‘that the eaters are being eaten.”




By DONNA CAMERON

Heraid Correspondent

A metwork of paved roads once connected
the post office and courthouse with the bars
and hotels, Music filled the air nightly, along
with the clinking of coins thrown recklessly on
gambling tables.

Like so many other prosperous island towns
in the 19th Century, Dade County’s first seat,
Indian Key, offered three staples that provided
its frontier-type residents and the rough-and-
tumble visiting sailors with a livelihood and a
place to spend their money — warehouses,
wharves and whores.

Today, only the charred ruins of building
foundations and water cisterns of the former
adult playground remain. One hundred and thir-
ty-seven years ago Sunday, Indian Key’s opu-
lence ended when Spanish Seminole Indians,
fighting the Second Seminole War, burned In-
dian Key to the ground while its 70 residents
slept.

IT’S NOW THE SITE of the largest archeo-
logical project planned by the state, and thou-
sands of visitors are expected to discover Indian
Key’s secrets Saturday and Sunday during its
second annual Indian Key' Festival on Indian
Key Fill. - :

According to Irving Eyster, a Lower Matec-
umbe archeologist who supervised the state’s
excavation of the land, Indian Key was a lush
and prosperous wrecking port from 1825 until
1840. '

When notorious Key West wrecker Jacob

Housman purchased squatter's rights to the is-
land from a hermit fisherman in 1825, the is-
land was barren. But with the help of Dr.
Henry Perrine, a 19th century botlanist, Hous-
man transformed the island into his own ver-
sion of paradise, later nicknamed “Housman’'s
Eden.”

But as in the Biblical Eden, life in Hous-
man’s paradise ended abruptly. On a humid Au-

gust 7, 1840, the Seminoles raided an island

paradise for gunpowder. They also found a
quantity of rum, got drunk, and in an intoxicat-
ed frenzy, set the village afire.

Seven persons, including Dr. Perrine, were
killed while others found safety in the island’s
subterranean turtle kraals.

THE WEEKEND celebration, sponsored by
the Upper Keys Historical Preservation Society
and the Islamorada Chamber of Commerce, will
feature transportation from the festival site to
the island, a site which has been off-limits to
curious boaters since the state purchased it in
1972. Guides trained by Eyster will conduct
tours of the island.

Also planned are water shows, an all-you-
can-eat fish fry, a slide show of the state’s ex-
cavation of Indian Key and a display of five
bird paintings by John J. Audubon, believed. to
be executed by him ‘while he was a part-time
resident of Indian Key.

Fees of $3 for adults and $1.50 will be
charged for the tour and fish fry, officials said,
with the funds to be used for the stale's pro-
posed restoration of the island.

— DONNA CAMERON

Old Brick Cisterns are Crumbling "¢

oo but Indian Key is cor'ning back t'o’f_li‘fe




Jeweler
Skips With
Goods, Cash

By DONNA CAMERON
Herald Correspondent
A Plantation watch repairman is
_being sought nationwide after he
left in what is believed to a stolen
“van, taking $10,500 in cash from a

would-be partner, plus $3,000 in °

. jewelry and leaving more than $6,-
- 000 in bad checks and unpaid rent.
. Virgil J. Rigaud was last seen by
his-business landlord, Moe Marcey,
Plantation Key, the morning of
May 25 in the small shop near Mile
Marker 87 where he was supposed-
ly repairing more than $3,000
worth of jewelry and assorted ti-
mepieces consigned to him by Keys
resjdents, o
-By the night of the 25th, Marcey
believes, 36-year-old Virgil J.- Ri-
gaud, a purported watchmaster and
jeweler now being sought nation-
_wide by police, had loaded his girl-
friend Samantha Woolet and her
‘four daughters plus the $3,000
worth of goods into a stolen blue
Chevrolet van and ‘‘split.” o
Besides the stolen jewelry and ti-

mepieces, Rigaud also took an esti--
mated $10,500 in cash from a’
duped investor and left nearly-

$5,000 in bad checks, according to
those who claim he cheated them.

“HE'S A CON artist,” Alan
Stocki, manager of Ziggy's Conch
Restaurant in Islamorada, said. “ I
hope he goes to jail.” '

Stocki said he had intended to
“go into business with Rigaud and
had invested $10,500 in cash and a
new store” to be-operated by Ri-
gaud in the upcoming Tavernier
Shopping Center, scheduled for a
fall opening.

Stocki also said he has lost
“more than $2,600 in bad checks”
to Rigaud. Rigaud also left the area
without paying $1,200 in bacK rent
to Dr. Howard J. Leitman of Key
Largo Point. Rigaud had rented a
house from Leitman, Stocki said,
near Mile Marker 99 and south of
the Friendship Inn, Key Largo.

Rigaud.also owes Marcey $2,500
for back rent and utilities on Ri-
gaud's store, ““Time Services.” .o _

March 12, 1977

LOIS HANNIGAN of Islamorada,
who said she left a jade ring in a
white gold setting valued at $500
with Rigaud, said, ‘I though he
was a nice guy — I trusted him.
That's what really hurts.”

Hannigan said Rigaud used ‘‘con

artist techniques” when she “had .

taken a ring to Rigaud for reap-
praisal.” i ot
“Rigaud told me it was not Chi-

.nese jade at all but fake jade and

that if I left my ring with him, he
would replace the stone with the
real thing,” she said. “In the mean-
time,he gave me a new free watch-
band for my watch, worth $12.50,
and I thought that was a generous
gesture. No wonder — why not
give someone a $12 band when
you've got their $500 ring,” she
added. : ’
Rigaud is wanted for larceny by
the Los Angeles police, according
to the Monroe County Sheriff’s of-
fice, for allegedly stealing the blue

-van he drove while living in the

Keys since January. The van was
orange when stolen last November,
according to the Los Angeles po-
lice, but gtill displays the original
Californigolates. yf

-




"By DONNA CAMEROR
Herald Correspondent

Loose ¢ral on the shoulder of U.
5. 1 burns as it digs into sneaker
soles, and one thought dominates

“Drink.” The fast-food store up
he road might be the last chance
0 satiate thirst, replenish- the

Seeing the Keys

Band-Aid supply and check for

.new blisters.
© Two weeks ago, Doug McLean -

of Madison, Wis., decided he had
waited long enough to see the
Keys. Sitting in the Half-Shell Raw
Bar in Key West, his mind “vibrat-
ing with the walls and a local rock

.tw& i

Hearty Hikers Mike Costello, Dougri\'IcLean, Ca
. .« .show

thy Costello”

wear on footwear, feet from week’s walk to Key Largo

band," he said, McLean realized
that he had spent four days in Key
West without really seeing the
Keys.

Convinced that backpacking was
the only way to go, on Feb. 17 Mc-
Lean sought companions. He met
Cathy and Mike Costello of New

A i
= DONNA CAMERON




-4

York City on .Duval_: Street, and
persuaded them to join him in hik-
ing up the Overseas Highway.

BEGINNING THE 100-mile trek
at sunrise Feb. 18, the sneakered
trio anticipated no problems, but
they quickly learned how treacher-
ous the narrow Keys bridges can
be and how desolate stretches of
road, unbroken by public rest areas
or public food stores, are.

Fifteen hours after the hike
began, when the hikers were 17
miles north of Key West, the sun
began to set. Establishing a pattern
that would repeat itself during the
next seven days, the hikers
searched for an isolated spot off
the highway. They found one,
spread their sleeping bags, and
dined on Cuban bread, cheese and
nuts purchased at a local .conve-
nience store.

Five days
backpackers

into the hike, the
reached the Seven

Mile Bridge. Wise to the hazards of
bridges, they decided against hik-
ing the span. Instead, they asked a
ride with a group they said includ-
ed “two freaks, 10 puppies, two
dogs, a surfboard and a couple of
regulators.”

IN MARATHON, the hikers dis-
covered that construction work
being done on bridges was to their
advantage. The work stalled the
traffic, making the bridges safer
for hiking.

They reached Long Key State
Park after six days on the road.
Delaying a final push ta Key
Largo. the hiker decided they de-
served some revelry {n ‘the sun.
The day-and-a-half respite on the
beach proved refreshing. Leaving
Long Key they walked 23 miles
without an extended break.

They arrived at St. James Epis-
copal Church Feb. 24, where the

priest, the Rev. Richard Maholm,
put them to work for the evening.
In return the hikers got a night’s
room and board. 7 ;

The next morning they had a
memorable breakfast. “It was the
best meal of the hike,” Ms. Costello
remembered later. © “Homemade
pancakes and hot coffee sure beat
our usual :0.J. .from" concentrate
and processed. doughnuts,” :

N

WARMED BY THE feast, the
trio walked the 16 miles to Penne-
kamp State Park before sunset.

“It was never so glad to see a
(mileage) post,” Mike Costello said. *

“Yeah,” McLean replied, ‘“and

you're the only one who escaped
the blisters, because your sneakers
are too hig."” :
Three days of -sun welcomed
them to Pennekamp. i
They had made it.
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TOURNAMENT CHAMPION Dana Murphy hugs Capt. Allen Starr and Mate Jimmy

Poe,. - .
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